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New  Choctaw  offering  seminary  courses 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor _ 

While  many  think  of  Mississippi  as 
being  homogenized,  it  is  actually  home 
to  many  different  cultures.  Mississippi 
Baptists  worship  in  nine  different  lan¬ 
guages  each  Sunday.  Sadly,  leaders  of 
these  culturally  diverse  churches  often 
desire  to  pastor  a  church  but  don't 
have  the  needed  theological  education. 

New  Choctaw  Association  in 
Philadelphia  saw  the  need  for  train¬ 
ing  and  began  a  seminary  extension 
center  forpastors,  ministers,  and  lay 
leaders.  The  center  is  designed  to 
equip  church  leaders  that  they  anight 
strengthen  the  Native  American 
churches  of  the  association. 

"We  offered  courses  in  systematic 
theology,  and  had  seven  students 
enrolled.  Out  of  that  group  of  seven, 
we  had  one  pastor,  three  licensed  min¬ 
isters,  one  deacon,  and  two  laymen," 
said  Lucille  Billie,  who  helped  coordi¬ 
nate  the  seminary  extension  work. 

The  students  were  from  several  differ¬ 
ent  churches,  including  Pearl  River,  Pine 
Bluff,  and  Calvary.  Chris  Vowell,  interim 
pastor  at  Grace  Church  in  Philadelphia, 
taught  the  classes.  The  classes  run  from 
nine  to  twelve  weeks,  with  each  class 
period  lasting  three  hours. 

There  are  unique  challenges  in  work¬ 
ing  with  a  Choctaw  group,  according  to 


*  Ben  kept  bringing  up  the  seminary 

extension  idea  and  it  was  ultimately 
accepted.  Billie  said,  "My  husband, 
who  is  a  licensed  minister  from  Pine 
Bluff  Church,  and  I  talked  about  it 
and  he  said,  '1  have  always  wanted  to 
enroll  in  a  seminary  class,  and  this  is 
a  perfect  way  for  me  to  do  that/" 
Mageline  Truss  was  one  of  the  stu¬ 
dents  for  the  systematic  theology 
class.  Truss  is  a  member  of  Old 
Canyon  Church.  "I  wanted  to  learn 
more  about  religion,"  she  said.  "I  did¬ 
n't  know  everything,  but  I  wanted  to. 
I  teach  children  in  Sunday  School,  so  it 
was  very  helpful  for  me.  I  know  better 
now  what  to  teach  the  kids,"  she  said. 

The  association  plans  to  offer  a  New 
Testament  survey  class.  The  association 
also  has  a  jail  ministry,  hospital  ministry, 
nursing  home  ministry,  and  emergency 
food  bank.  "We  are  trying  to  start  a  TV 
ministry,"  said  Ben.  "We  ve  been  given 
five  minutes  for  a  devotional  on 
Channel  5  here  on  the  reservation.  The 
local  reservation  newspaper  also  pro¬ 
vides  space  for  a  written  devotional." 

"We  are  so  thankful  that 
Mississippi  Baptists  provided  scholar¬ 
ships  for  foe  students,"  Billie  said. 
"The  students  paid  for  foe  registra¬ 
tion,  but  foe  textbooks  and  workoooks 
are  paid  for  by  Mississippi  Baptists.  If 
a  student  can't  pay,  we  don't  ask  them 
MINISTERING  TO  CHOCTAWS  —  Margaret  Lackey  to  pay,  and  foe  association  helps  out." 


~~ae.  What  we  found  is  that  sometimes  funds  helped  provide  seminary  extension  classes  to  me  Margaret  LacKey  State 
students  aren  t  comfortable  taking  a  test  Choctaws  in  the  New  Choctaw  Association.  Shown,  from  Missions  Offering  supplies  rands  for 
on  their  class  work.  I  want  to  talk  to  left,  are  Arthur  Ben,  associational  missions  director;  foe  seminary  extension  work  in  New 
Chns,  to  see  if  I  might  be  able  to  Mageline  Truss,  a  member  of  Old  Canyon  Church  and  a  Choctaw  Association, 
rephrase  foe  test  questions  in  Choctaw  student  in  the  classes;  and  Lucille  Billie,  who  coordinates  .State  Mission  Offering  funds  even 
so  that  foe  students  might  understand  the  seminary  extension  work.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin)  provided  money  for  a  piano  instructor 

better.  We  might  be  able  to  do  that  oral-  — - - — - - ; -  to  train  young  people  to  fill  sorely- 

ly,  rather  than  just  on  foe  paper."  were  able  to  start  last  year.  Lucille  volun-  needed  pianist  positions  in  Choctaw  churcft- 

Arthur  Ben,  associational  missions  teered  to  carry  on  foe  work."  es,  Billie  said.  f/It  provided  foe  foundation 


director  for  New  Choctaw,  said,  "I  made  a 
proposal  to  Mississippi  Baptists  two  years 
ago  to  begin  this  work.  We  Degan  working 
toward  having  the  classes  m  2002  and 


teered  to  carry  on  foe  work."  es,  Billie  said.  It  provided  foe  foundation 

Billie  publicized  foe  class  in  foe  local  for  (foe  piano  instructor).  He  began  with  the 
newspaper  and  cm  the  local  cable  access  basics,  graduated  with  a  degree  in  music, 
channel.  She  sent  out  fliers  to  the  churches  to  went  to  Delta  State  University  in  Cleveland, 
raise  awareness  of  what  was  being  offered.  and  is  now  a  band  director  here,"  she  said. 
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Thailand  trip  results  in  rewards 

By  Tony  Martin  '"''liig?!''  "f  „*  _ 

Associate  Editor  -  rlflK  Mi'  H 


State  Mission 


Church 


Association 


(mBCB),  served  in  Thailand 
June  23-July  6.  For  both  the 
missionaries  and  die  Thai  peo¬ 
ple,  die  trip  was  an  unforget¬ 
table  experience. 

There  were  two  ministry 
groups  participating  in  the 
trip  —  those  working  with 
college  students  and  those 
working  with  high  school 
students,  according  to  Lee 
Yancey,  consultant  with  the 
Mississippi  Baptist  Christian 
Action  Commission  and  col¬ 
lege  coordinator  for  the  trip. 

Ten  individuals  worked 
with  college-age  Thai,  and  11 
worked  with  nigh  schoolers. 

When  the  group  arrived,  they  actually  staying  there  at  the 
learned  that  Thiai  high  schools  Center.  All  day  Saturday,  we 
did  not  want  minors  working  had  activities  for  the  Thai  s tu¬ 
rn  die  high  schools,  so  the  dents,  including  skits,  activi- 
three  high  school  students  on  ties,  praise  and  worship.  The 
the  trip  worked  instead  with  Bible  story  we  chose  to  share 
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THAILAND  TEAM  —  This  group  of  21  adults  and  students 
ministered  in  Chaing  Rai,  Thailand,  June  23-July  26.  The  trip 
was  made  possible  in  part  by  gifts  to  the  Margaret  Lackey  State 
Mission  Offering.  (Special  to  Tne  Baptist  Record) 
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"All  of  the  Thai  students 
want  to  learn  English,"  said 
Yancey,  "basically  because 
English  is  their  ticket  to  high 
salaries  and  success." 

"We  also  wanted  to  share 
the  Gospel  in  an  appropriate 
way,"  Yancey  continued,  "and 
we  were  able  to  use  the  Bible 
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$340,000 
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3,150.17 
2,853.41  ■ 

1,884.19 

i  flsn  nn  ,k  ^'J^ONS-MINpED  CHURCH  —  Sylvarena  Church,  Smith  County,  more  than  quintupled 
]  ™  their  Margaret  Lackey  State  Mission  Offering  from  2002  to  2003 .  Among  the  staffers  at  the  church 
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are  (from  left)  Waygon  Sanders,  youth  minister;  Mike  Thompson,  pastor;  and  Charles  James, 
chairman  of  deacons.  Sanders  is  sporting  pink  hair  because  of  an  attendance  goal  exceeded  bv 
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the  youth  during  a  recent  revival.  (BR  photo  by  Tony  Martin) 


By  Tony  Martin 

Associate  Editor 
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ng.  I'd  dont  think  it s  high  enough/ 

Frank  Har- 

Human  Needs  g*  <liS£c& 

t  I  Minister  Re- 1 

lations  Depart- , 
ment  of  the 
Migiiasippi  Bap¬ 
tist.  Convention 
Board,  served  as 
interim  "-pastor 
prior  to  Tho¬ 
mas  arrival. 

"We  just  aim- 
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coming  into  my  office,  and  how 
it  was  Ddng  used." 

One  service  Hannon's  office 
offers  is  pastoral  benevolence 
when  churches  and  pastors  find 
themselves  in  extreme  need. 
"Providing  financial  relief  and 
counseling  during  these  times 
of  crisis  is  love  in  action.  I  also 
told  them  how  that  money  was 
being  used  around  die  state  in 
other  areas,  even  to  help  in  mis¬ 
sions  mobilization  wow,  assist¬ 
ing  volunteers  in  short-term 
missions.  That  makes  it  person¬ 
al,'1'  Hannon  said. 

He  said  that  during  this  same 
period,  the  church's  Lottie  Moon 
Christmas  Offering  went  from 
about  $10,000  to  over  $20,000. 
"The  church  is  just  excited  about 
missions,"  Hannon  said. 
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Central  Hills  Retreat 


commitment 


Baptist  Convention 
Board,  led  him  to 
the  Lord  and  bap- 
God  is  at  work  among  the  tized  him  at  the 
pine  trees  of  Central  Hills  Rocky  Creek 

Retreat  near  Kosciusko,  as  boys  Church  in  Lucedale. 
frotrt  all  over  Mississippi  par-  Rob,  now  age  19, 
tidpate  each  summer  in  Royal  is  serving  as  a  coun- 
Ambassadors  (RA)  camp.  selor  at  Central  Hills 

They  take  part  in  different  this  summer.  Rob 
types  of  activities,  including  describes  his  work  as 
crafts,  canoeing,  riflery,  rope  being  like  a  big 
courses,  ham  radio,  and  brother  to  the 
swimming.  They  have  the  campers.  He  leads 
opportunity  to  study  the  them  in  cabin  devo- 
Bible  and  attend  worship  ser-  tionals  each  even- 
vices  each  day.  In  addition,  ing,  puts  them  to  bed 
they  learn  about  missions  each  night,  and 
from  "real  live  missionaries."  wakes  them  up  each 
Most  of  all.  Central  Hills  is  a  morning.  He  spends 
place  where  many  have  the  most  of  his  waking 
opportunity  to  make  life  chang-  hours  with  his  boys 
mg  commitments  to  Jesus  Christ,  each  day.  Rob  said 
Essential  to  the  success  of  that  several  of  his 
RA  camp  is  the  large  number  of  campers  had  already 
college  students  who  serve  as  ap-proached  him 
counselors  and  staffers  each  wanting  to  know 
summer.  Each  counselor  is  how  to  become  a 
assigned  to  a  group  of  boys  Christian.  Four 
known  as  a  chapter.  members  of  his 

Chris  Cautnen  has  been  chapter  had  accepted 
working  at  Central  Hills  for  Christ  prior  to  the 
several  summers.  This  year  he  evangelistic  service, 
is  serving  as  Program  Assistant  One  of  the  highli] 
Director  for  the  summer  staff.  RA  camp  is  the  cai 
In  describing  those  who  are  vice  held  on 
serving  as  counselors  in  2004,  evening.  The  sta 
Chris  said,  "I  have  never  seen  a  counselors  lead  in 


By  Frank  Lay 

Correspondent 


You  Can  Respond 
Right  Now! 

Simply  share  the  following 
prayer  with  God  in 
your  own  words: 

1.  Lord,  I  admit  that 
I  need  you. 

(I  have  sinned.) 

2. 1  want  forgiveness  for  my 
sins  and  freedom  from  eternal 
death. 

(I  repent.) 

3. 1  believe  Jesus  died  and 
rose  from  the  grave  to 
forgive  my  sins  and  to  restore 
my  relationship  with  you. 

(I  believe  in  Jesus.) 

4.  By  faith,  I  invite  Jesus 
Christ  into  my  life.  From  this 
time  on,  I  want  to  live  in  a 
loving  relationship  with  Him. 
(I  receive  Christ  as  my 
Savior  and  Lord.) 

But  as  many  as  received  him,  to 
them  he  gave  the  right  to 
become  children  of  God,  even  to 
those  who  believe  in  his  name 
(John  1:12). 


If  you  make  a  decision  for 
Jesus  Christ  today,  contact 
a  local  Baptist  church  for 
spiritual  guidance. 


2004  Margaret  Lackey  Budget 
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State  Missions  visit  us  on  the  web  at  www.mbcb.org 


Danny  Purser,  47, 
Philadelphia,  died  July  24  at 
Mississippi 
Baptist 
Medical 
Center, 
Jackson. 
Services  were 


held  July  26 
at  McClain- 


Church,  Vardaman,  July  13  at  2 
p.m.  with  burial  in  Hillcrest 
Cemetery,  Vardaman. 

Allen  was  currently  serving 
as  director  of  music  at  First 
Church,  Vardman,  and  was  a 

retire  d - — 

teacher  with 
30  years  ser¬ 
vice  at 

Hays  Funeral  Baldwin 

Home  with  High  School, 

Purser  burial  follow-  Baldwin,  Fla. 

ing  in  Pearl  He  attended 

Hill  Cemetery,  Leake  County.  East  MS 

A  native  of  Wayside,  Purser  Community 

served  as  a  Baptist  minister  for  College  and  Allen 
26  years.  He  held  a  degree  from  MS  State 
Covington  Theological  University.  He  also  served  as 

Seminary,  Chattanooga,  Tenn.,  director  of  music  at  First 
and  was  currently  serving  as  Church,  Baldwin. 

Pastor  of  Longino  Church,  Survivors  include  his  wife 

hiladelphia.  He  also  pastored  Pat;  brother,  Terry  Allen;  sister, 
McDonald  Church,  Lena;  Kathryn  Allen  Sanderson;  niece. 
Peeler  Memorial  Church,  Kimberly  Sanderson;  three 
Kosciusko;  Coldwater  Church,  nephews,  Mark  Allen  Sanderson, 
Philadelphia;  Mt.  Nebo  Enc  Burton  Allen,  and  Michael 
Church,  Collinsville;  and  Tanner  Allen;  and  one  great 
Liberty  Church,  Noxapater.  nephew.  Cade  Burton  Allen. 

Survivors  include  his  wife 
Kathy  Purser;  three  sisters, 

Margaret  Ann  Haston,  Virginia 
Purser,  and  Tera  Fay  Kiester; 
two  brothers,  Paul  Purser  and 
Rufus  Purser;  and  numerous 
nieces  and  nephews. 

i  lChnrICf  6V  C^fd  M  I  S  S  I  S  S  I  P  P  I 

July  11  at  BMH,  Oxford.  The  r\  a  T'vrr-iT  p  rpn 

funeral  service  was  held  at  First  \J  I  |\  I  V 

I  Advertisement 

Mississippi  Baptist  Minister  to  Host 

Alaska 
Cruise 

And  Pacific  Northwest  Vacation 

On  June  10,  2005,  join  your  Spiritual  Drector,  Baptist  Minister  Rev  Billy 
Williams  on  the  15-day  vacation  including  a  7-day  deluxe  Alaska  Cruise  with 
Holland  America  Line  and  a  7-day  Pacific  Northwest  vacation  with  Your  Man  Touis 
Devotions  will  be  made  available  daily  while  on  board  ship  for  those  in  the  group 
who  wish  to  participate  Rev  Williams,  now  retired,  served  as  a  Baptist  Mmster  for 
45  yeais  For  23  years  he  was  pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Chuich  of  Gautier,  MS 
He  and  he  wife  Rebecca  have  cruised  Alaska's  inside  passage  before  They  look 
forward  to  returning  as  hosts  for  our  Baptist  group  visiting  the  land  of  the  midnight 
sun  dunng  the  year's  longest  daylight  hours 

Your  group  will  fly  into  Seattle  for  a  night  before  a  scenic  motor  coach  drive  to 
Vancouver  where  you'll  board  the  five-star  ms  Zaandam 


M  I  S  S  I  S  S  I  P  P  I 


I  VI  llMltl’MiB  ■"i’liNi-iH  Mill  M  MlMi  li  I  iM-Tll 

irm*  arm  imi,.  i  w  m  mu  i  jhj  m  m;  uhmx? 


After  the  cruise  you'll  start  a  six-night  motor  coach  tour  with  daily  escorted 
sightseeing  visiting  British  Columbia,  the  Cascade  Mountains,  Washington,  the 
Grand  Coulee  Dam,  Lake  Coeur  d’Alene,  Montana,  Yellowstone  (Old  Faithful)  and 
Grand  Teton  National  Parte,  Jackson  Hole,  Wyoming,  Idaho  Falls,  Idaho,  and  m 
Utah  the  Great  Salt  Lake,  Mormon  Tabernacle,  and  more  You'll  fly  home  after  a 
night  in  Salt  Lake  City  Prices  for  this  15-day  vacation  start  at  only  $2330  (per 
person,  double  occupancy)  Included  e  round  tnp  airfare,  port  charges  and  taxes, 
lots  of  escorted  motor  coach  sightseeing  throughout  the  Pacific  Northwest,  the  7- 
day  deluxe  Alaska  cruse,  7  nights  in  quality  hotels,  transfers,  and  baggage 
handling  $100  deposits  are  now  due  Fnends  and  family  are  welcome 
For  information,  reservation!,  brochure,  and  Rev.  Williams’  letter  call: 

' YOUR  MAN’  TOURS  1  -800-968-7626 

Providing  carefree  vacations  since  19671 


The  10th-12th  grade  of  First 
Church,  Florence,  recently 
went  to  El  Salvador  and  con¬ 
ducted  Youth  Crusades  all  over 
the  country.  There  were  over 
120  professions  of  faith  made 
in  the  public  schools  alone. 

Luke  Johnson  was  recently 
licensed  to  the  ministry  by 
Highland  Church,  Laurel. 
Pictured  (from  left)  are  Johnson 
and  Jerry  Chaddick,  pastor. 

First  Church,  McLaurin, 
hosted  12  World  Changers 
from  Texas,  Alabama,  and 
Georgia  for  the  June  27  morn¬ 
ing  worship  service  and  lunch. 
Bemie  Kavitz,  pastor  from  First 
Church,  Collins,  the  group  cap¬ 
tain,  was  also  welcomed. 
During  the  week,  the  group 
worked  at  the  job  site  while 
church  ladies  packed  lunches 
for  them.  Roy  Moody  is  pastor. 

Ethel  Church,  Ethel,  will 
host  The  Providentials  Quartet, 
Ruth,  at  their  Fifth  Sunday  Sing 
August  29  at  6  p.m.  A  Love 
Offering  will  be  received. 
Nursery  will  be  provided.  For 
more  information,  call  (662) 
674-5470. 


First  Church,  Polkville,  will 
hold  a  retirement  reception 
honoring  Maxwell  Price,  pas¬ 
tor,  ana  his  wife  August  29 
from  2-4  p.m. 


Old  Hebron  Church,  New 
Hebron,  will  present  The  Next 
Generation,  Magee,  August  29 


MS  Baptist  Medical  Center 
Department  of  Pastoral  Care 
in  conjunction  with 
International  Critical  Incident 
Stress  Foundation,  Inc. 
presents  a  two  day  seminar 

Pastoral  Crisis 
Intervention  Conference 

September  9-10,  2004 
8:00  am  -  5:00  pm  ^ 

$15.00  registration  fee 
Continental  Breakfast  & 
Lunch  will  be  provided 

B.C.  Rogers  Student  Center 
Mississippi  College 
Clinton,  Mississippi 

Make  checks  payable  to 
Baptist  Health  Systems 
and  mail  with  your 
registration  form  to: 

Baptist  Health  Systems 
c/o  Pastoral  Care  Dept. 
1225  N.  State  Street 
Jackson,  MS  39202 

•  «*t  * 

If  you  have  questions  call  the 
Pastoral  Care  Department 
at  601-968-5146. 


at  6  p.m.  Jon  Haimes  is  pastor. 

East  Louisville  Church, 
Louisville,  will  host  The 
Master  &  #821 7s  Quartet  in 
concert  at  1:30  p.m.  on  August 
29.  Admission  is  free,  but  a  love 
offering  will  be  received.  The 


public  is  invited.  For  more 
information,  call  (662)  773- 
3683.  Keith  Dendy  is  pastor. 

The  Riders  will  be  in  concert 
at  Society  Hill  Church, 
Oakvale,  August  29  at  6  p.m. 
All  are  invited. 


Luke  Johnson  &  Jerry  Chaddick,  pastor 


Mission  Trip  Participants  of  First  Church,  Florence 


World  Changers  of  McLaurin  Church,  McLaurin 


Coker  Creek  Village  Adventure  &  Retreat  Center 

A  Christian  facility  for  groups  size  8  to  400 
Activities  include: 

Rafting  the  Ocoee  •  trail  rides  •  climbing  tower 
&  mountain  biking 
A  relaxed  mountain  retreat  with: 

Great  meals  •  meeting  rooms  •  bunkhouse  lodging  • 
activity  staff  •  300  acres  &  streams 
Special  events  include: 

•  Last  Fling  of  Summer  •  the  colors  of  Autumn  • 

Harvest  celebration  &  Winterfest 

Weekend  specials:  arrive  Friday,  leave  Sunday 
Arrive  Saturday  noon,  leave  Sunday  afternoon 
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Homecomings 
&  Revivals 


Staff  Changes 


Clifton,  Scott  Association: 
Homecoming  August  29; 
Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:45  a.m.;  a  covered  dish 
luncheon  will  follow;  Paul 
Smith,  guest  speaker. 

Franklin  Creek,  Moss 
Point:  Homecoming  August 
29;  Sunday  School,  9:45  a.m.; 
worship,  ll  a.m.;  dinner  will 
follow;  afternoon  singing,  1 
p.m.;  Greg  Clark,  speaker. 

Woodville,  Woodville: 
Evangelistic  Revival 

September  26-30;  Sunday,  11 
a.m.  and  7  p.m.;  Mon.-Thurs., 
noon  and  7  p. i 
at  6  p. 

Laurel,  evange 
Cottingham,  Lucedale,  wor¬ 
ship;  for  more  information, 
call  (601)  888-3613. 

Heuck's  Retreat, 

Brookhaven:  Revival 

September  26-29;  7  p.m.  night¬ 
ly;  Wed.,  11  a.m.,  senior  lun¬ 
cheon  and  service;  Mack  Amis, 
First,  McComb,  guest  preacher; 
James  Beasley,  First,  Crystal 
Springs,  guest  music  director. 

Mt.  Pisgah,  Carrollton: 
Revival  August  29-September 
1;  Sunday,  fl  a.m.  ana  6  p.m.; 
Mon.-Wed.,  7  p.m.;  Lanny 


Haley,  Christ,  Greenwood, 
guest  speaker;  Steve  and  Becky 
Carver,  One  Way  Ministries;  a 
love  offering  will  be  received; 
nursery  provided. 

Siloam,  Magee: 

Homecoming  August  29;  wor¬ 
ship,  11  a.m.;  lunch  will  be 
served;  message  in  song  bv  the 
church  family  will  follow;  Andy 
Boles,  Pine  Grove,  Magee, 
preaching;  Beverly  Roberts, 
music;  James  Gamer,  pastor. 

New  Providence,  Carthage: 
Homecoming  September  19; 
registration,  9:30  a.m.;  worship, 
10  a.m.;  Dax  Summerhill, 
preaching;  Smith  Sanders,  pas¬ 
tor;  all  are  welcome. 

Pilgrims  Rest,  Batesville: 
Revival  and  Homecoming; 
September  2-5;  7  p.m.  nightly; 
Sunday,  11  a.m.,  a  potluck  din¬ 
ner  will  be  served,  Southern 
Gospel  Tones  will  follow;  Jason 
Noel,  evangelist;  Joe 
Thompson,  music  evangelist. 

Friendship  East,  Charleston: 
Homecoming  September  12; 
Gospel  Echoes,  9:45  a.m.;  wor¬ 
ship,  10:45  a.m.;  a  covered  dish 
luncheon  will  be  served;  after¬ 
noon  singing  will  follow;  J.  G. 
Buster  Thomas,  pastor. 


Rockj 
Creel 
Church 
Lucedale, 
has  called 
William 
"Bill 
Ellison 
Salley  II  as  | 
minister  of  Sl„ 
music.  3 

Salley  served  Liberty  Church, 
Thomasville,  N.C.,  for  the 
past  four  years  as  minister  of 
music  and  youth.  He  has 
served  Sunflower  and  Attala 
Associations,  and  Liberty 
Association,  N.C.  He  attend¬ 
ed  Holmes  Community 
College,  Delta  State 
University, 
I  and  NOBTS. 

Liberty 
I  Hill  Church, 
Pope,  has 
called  Jay 
Anderson, 
Panola 
County 
native,  as 
pastor.  He 
attended  Tennessee  Temple 
University,  Chattanooga,  Tenn., 
and  currently  attends 
Covington  Theological 

Seminary,  Rossville,  Ga. 
Anderson  .  comes  from 
Crosspointe  Community 
Church,  Ringgold,  Ga. 


Anderson 


i  fMsk 


Mississippi  Staff  Positions 


CALVARY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Hattiesburg,  Miss.,  is  currently  seeking  a 
church  organist  for  Sunday  morning  and 
evening  services.  Please  send  resumes 
with  references  to  personnel  committee, 
Calvary  Baptist  Church,  3139  Oak 
Grove  Road,  Hattiesburg,  MS  39402. 


PARKWAY  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Hernando,  Miss.,  is  currently  seeking  a 
part-time  children's  director.  Send 
resumes  to  personnel  ministry  team, 
Parkway  Baptist  Church,  50  N. 


Parkway,  Hernando,  MS  38632.  For 
more  information  call  (662)  429-6045. 
HRST  BAPTIST  CHURCH,  Vardaman,  Miss., 
is  looking  for  a  minister  of  music  and  a  part¬ 
time/full-time  minister  of  students.  Send 
resumes  to  First  Baptist  Church,  P.O.Box  1 73, 
Vardaman,  MS  38878.  Contact  Dale  Easley, 
pastor  at  (662)  682-7458. 

FBC  BUDE,  MISS.,  IS  A  DYNAMIC  and 
growing  church  in  Franklin  Association. 
We  will  be  receiving  resumes  for  the  posi¬ 
tion  of  Minister  of  music/youth  through 


September  1 5,  2004.  All  those  who  prayer¬ 
fully  would  like  to  submit  a  resume,  mail 
to:  FBC  Bude  search  team,  235  Budge 
Baptist  Road,  NE,  Bude,  MS  39630. 


BETHLEHEM  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Laurel,  Miss.,  with  150-200  in  atten¬ 
dance.  Seeking  a  full-time  music  combi¬ 
nation:  music/youth,  music/education 
Director.  Please  send  resumes  to  lason 
Loper,  Chairman,  search  committee, 
Bethlehem  Baptist  Church,  838  Reid 
Road,  Laurel,  MS  39443. 


Classified  Ads 


FINALLY  AFFFORDABLE  HEALTH 
INSURANCE  for  the  self  employed.  Call 
(662)  568-3482.  Provided  by  Mega 
Insurance,  www.christumer-ins.com. 


AFFORDABLE  BEACHSIDE  VACATION 

condos,  www.gulfshorescondos.com.  All 
sizes,  Fall  special,  2  night  weekend,  $ 
130.00.  Four  weeknights,  $180.00. 
Efficiency  unit  (2  adults  2  kids)  good  9/7 
thru  10/31.  Call  (205)  556-0368. 


GILLIAM  SPRINGS  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 

Arab,  Alabama,  is  seeking  to  fill  the 
positions  of  full-time  minister  of  music 
and  full-time  minister  of  youth. 
Interested  persons  should  send  a 
resume  to  abanksOgilliamsprings.  org 
or  GSBC,  P.O.  Box  463,  Arab,  AL 
35016,  attn:  Anita  Banks. 

STAINED  GLASSWORKS,  INC.,  serv- 
ing  MS  &  AL  since  1992.  Call  (800) 
5-2970. 


605-297 

SEBREN'! 


_ 'S  SIDING,  JACKSON,  MISS. 

Christian  owned  home  improvements,  vinyl 
siding,  windows,  metal  roofs,  patio  covers, 
scneerVgJass  rooms.  (601 )  992-2092  or  (800) 
453-2994.  Don  &  Rita  Sebren,  owners. 


GATLINBURG  GETAWAY:  2  BR/2 
bath,  full  kitchen.  Walking  distance  to 
parkway,  $  65/nite.  Call  for  information 
at  (251)  666-2175,  cell  phone  (251) 


689-9982  or  pdiw@worldnet.att.net. 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  TOO 
EXPENSIVE?  Call  toll-free  today  (800) 
880-2305.  We  can  Helpl  Major 
Medical  Hospital  &  surgical  plan. 
Doctors  office  visits,  prescription  drugs, 
life,  dental,  medicare  supplement,  low 
rates.  Have  current  Health  problems? 
We  can  Help!  E.  F.  Hutton  Insurance. 
AMERICA'S  FASTEST  GROWING  CbrSi^i 
long  distance  company.  3.9thxnute,  no  monthly 
fees.  No  codes  or  restrictions,  6  second  billing 
250000  happy  customers.  Toll-free  (866)  587- 
8346  or  wwwaxenanlphonescrviceoom. 
HOPPER  GLASS  STUDIO,  CUSTOM 
church  windows,  reworking  and  repair, 
Cokrmbusdackson,  (877M77-1 899. 
NEW  AND  USED  CHURCH  PEWS, 
and  onsite  pew  upholstery.  Call 

(225)261-5639.  _ 

A  GROWING  SOUTHERN  BAPTIST 
church  in  middle  Tennessee  is  prayerfully 
seeking  a  full-time  minister  of  music  and 
students.  Please  send  resume  to  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  personnel  committee,  Little 
Hope  Baptist  Church,  225  Little  Hope 
Road,  Clarksville,  Tennessee  37043.  Or 

email  lhbchabellsouth.net _ 

PARMVIEW  BAPTIST  CHURCH, 


Alexandria,  Louisiana:  Pulpit  supply; 
Interim  F^storate;  and  full-time  ftistorate. 
Send  resumes  to  pastor  search  committee. 
Parkview  Baptist  Church,  2101 
MacArthur  Drive,  Alexandria,  LA  71 301 . 
SEEKING  FULL-TIME  PASTOR,  FIRST 
Baptist  Carmi,  Illinois.  A  traditional  SBC 
church-  strong  mission  history.  Average 
attendance  150,  growing.  Ffcstor  avg.  7 
years.  Located  in  southern  Illinois.  Send 
resumes  or  contact  to  First  Baptist  Church, 
301  Oak  St.,  Carmi,  IL  62821,  attention 
search  committee. 


MINISTER  OF  MUSIC/EDUCATION: 

strong,  growing  congregation  looking 
for  a  the  right  man  of  God  to  lead  them 
in  vibrant  worship  and  relevant  educa¬ 
tion  ministry.  Send  resumes  to  First 
Baptist  Church  of  Gray  Gables,  P.O. 
Box  629,  Callahan,  FL  3201 1 . 


GROWING  CHURCH  SEEKING  full¬ 
time  minister  to  students/recreation 
evangelism,  experience  required.  Mail 
resumes  to  Riverside  Baptist  Church, 
1919  Hwy  52,  Helena,  AL  35080  or 
email  lynda® riversidebc.org. 


CHURCH  PEW  UPHOLSTERY,  free 
estimates.  Davis  Upholstery,  Quitman, 
Miss.,  phone  (601 )  776-661 7. 


Steep  Hollow  Church, 
Poplarville,  has  called  Sue 
Beaver,  Pass  Christian,  as  sec¬ 
retary  effective  August  1. 

Eastside  Church,  Pearl,  has 
called  Wayne  Brown, 
Houston,  Texas,  as  minister  of 
students/education.  He  is  a 
graduate  of, 

M  i  1 1  s  a  p  s  [ 

College  and 
currently 
attends 
NOBTS. 


Mike 
Thompson 

has  accepted 
the  call  as 
pastor  of 
Sylvarena  Church,  Smith 
County.  Thompson  comes 
from  Glade  Cnurch,  Jones 
County  after  11  years  of  ser¬ 
vice.  He  is  a  graduate  of 
Mississippi  College  and 
Luther  Rice  Seminary. 


Church 
Houston 
Thomas  is  a 
raduate  of 
1  u  e 
Mountain 
College  and 
Luther  Rice 
Seminary. 

c  .  Laufer 

First 

Church,  Mount  Olive,  called 
Steven  Laufer  as  pastor  effec¬ 
tive  February  2004. 

Glendale  Church,  Leland, 
called  Dick  Hill  as  pastor 
effective  August  15.  Hill 
moves  from  Comer,  Ga. 


Brown 


Tate  Church,  Corinth, 
called  Gregg  Thomas  as  pas¬ 
tor  effective  July  25.  He  previ¬ 
ously  served  at  Parkway 
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Institutes  on  biblical  preach¬ 
ing,  leadership,  and  evangelism  Drs  Stephen 
and  David  Olford,  host  speakers  at  all  events, 
share  the  program  with  an  array  of  guest 
speakeKs) 


•  Workshops  “live  preach- 

_ _  __  lngf  and  constructive  critique  of  your  ser- 

for  Biblical  Preaching  mons,  skuu,  and  style 


The  Center  was  founded  in 
1988  to  proqiote  the  biblical 
expomtionof  God’ a  Word  and 
to  provide  practical  training 
for  pastors,  evangelists  and 
lay  leaders  throughout  the 
world.  Drs.  Stephen  and 
David  Olford  share  an  abid¬ 
ing  passion  for  encouraging 
and  equipping  men  and 
women  to  rightly  divide  the 
Word  of  Truth  and  to  live 
SpiriUfiUed  lives.  The  ulti-. 
mate  answer  to  problems  of 
every  age  Is  the  anointed  ex¬ 
pository  preaching  of  God’s 
inerrant  and  holy  Word. 


•  Diploma  Course  finish 

In  ons  year  Provides  practical,  essential 
training  In  expository  preaching  and  pasto¬ 
ral  ministry 

•  Continuing  Education 

potsntlal  academic  credit  offered  through 
affiliated  seminaries  and  Blbls  colleges 

Visit  our  website 

FOR  SCHEDULE 

&  details!! 
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Family  Bible  Study 


sin.  Willingness  to  suffer  reveals  a  suffering.  Believers  may  bring  gfoty 

yeamirK*  for  a  new  way  of  life.  As  to  God  by  enduring  suffering  with 
long  as  Delieverspo6eess  earthly  life  joy,  beiro  pleased  that  th»eir  devo- 
we  are  to  spend  it  living  for  the  will  tion  to  Christ  sets  them  apart  for 

of  God,  not  our  fleshly  desires.  The  such  a  divine  purpose, 
list  of  sins  that  Peter  mentions  were 

ccmmon  pagan  practices  of  the  first  IV.  Trust  God  and  Do  Right 

century,  and  they  also  tempt  believ-  (1  Pe  4:19). 

ers  today.  Believers  are  to  follow  Believers  who  suffer  according  to 

courageously  Christ's  ©cample  of  God's  will  are  those  who  share  in 
,Jjsm  and  pursuing  God.  Christ's  sufferings,  who  are  insulted 

in  Christ's  name;  and  who  suffer  as 
Christians  rather  than  for  dcirc  evil 
a  Privilege  (1  Pe  (Schreiner  2003,  229).  Christians 
should  remember  that  all  suffering 
Peter  reinforced  to  his  readers  first  passes  through  the  hands  of  our 
the  purpose  of  Christian  suffering:  loving  Creator;  and  nothing  in  life  is 
to  test  and  refine  their  faitn.  beyond  God's  sovereign  control. 
Suffering  is  not  a  sign  of  God's  can  be  confident  that  as  sov- 

absence  but  of  His  purifying  pres-  ereign  Creator;  God  will  not  allow 
enee.  With  such  an  understanding,  them  to  suffer  beyond  the  capacity 
believers  may  face  suffering  with  He  will  give  them  to  endure.  Sum 
courage  and  rejoicing.  Peter  wisely  oonfidenoe  acmes  from  God's  faith- 
confirmed  that  suffering  was  not  to  fulness  to  His  promises. 


believers  are  blessed  by  yearning 
God  when  they  suffer,  long  as  5 
Peter  taught  that  they  cue  we  are  to 
not  to  fear  what  men  can  of  God,  r 
do  to  them;  instead,  list  of  sins 
believers  should  fear  and  common 

^revere  God.  Believers  are  century,  a 
to  live  acknowledging  ers  todaj 
Christ' s  lordship  in  foeir  < 

Baker  lives.  Christians  are  to  be  avoiding 
ready  on  all  occasions  to 

courage-  share  their  faith.  Every  believer  III.  Consider  Suffering  for 

offering,  should  be  able  to  comprehend  the  Christ  as 

e  to  life  essentials  of  foe  Christian  faith  4:12-16). 

oelievers  and  reasonably  explain  them  to 
courage,  others,  remembering  to  be  hum- 
insignts  ble.  Peter  concluded  this  section 


Take  Courage 

1  Peter  3:13-17;  4:1-3, 12-16, 19 


By  Mo  Baker 


lived.  Peter's  audience  was 
Recently  our  nation  remem-  experiencing  severe  petse- 
bered  the  fifth  anniversary  of  the  cution  and  ridicule,  and 
Columbine  school  shootings  in  Peter's  first  epistle  was 
Colorado.  Of  all  foe  stories  that  written  to  give  them  eric 
emerged  from  that  fateful  day  in  ment  as  they  faced  si 
Aprih  1999,  foe  one  of  Cassie  Applying  Peter's  message 
Bemall  is  unforgettable.  When  con-  can  enable  contemporary  t 
fronted  in  foe  school  cafeteria  by  the  to  face  persecution  with  < 

assassins,  asking  her  if  she  were  a  Let's  discover  Peter's _ CT.._  _ _ _ _ _ ,  __ 

Christian,  Cassie  courageously  regarding  taking  courage  for  Christ  by  exhorting  Christians  to  suffer 
said,  "Yes-"  Tragically,  with  no  for  doing  good,  not  evil, 

regard  for  life,  fellow  students  Eric  I.  Be  Ready  to  Defend  Your  £ 

Harris  and  Dylan  Klebold  brutally  Faith  (1  Pe  3:13-17).  II.  Remember  Christ's 

shot  and  killed  Cassie  before  turn-  Instead  of  placating  his  audi-  Example  (1  Pe  4:1-3). 
ing  the  guns  on  themselves.  In  foe  ence  with  thoughts  mat  would  Peter  did  not  intend  for  believers 

years  that  have  passed,  countless  make  them  feel  good,  Peter  to  face  suffering  passively,  as  if  wait- 
numbers  of  believers  have  been  reminded  his  readers  that  ing  for  something  dreadful  to  hap- 
humbled  and  encouraged  by  the  although  they  would  experience  pen.  With  Christ's  sufferings  m 


Explore  the  Bible 

Removed  from  Privilege 

2  Kings  23:36-25:30 


Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster  Relief 

Hurricane  Charley,  Florida  •  August  2004 


MARCHING  ORDERS  —  Donna  Swarts  (fore¬ 
ground),  a  member  of  Goodwater  Church, 
Magee,  discusses  disaster  relief  details  in  Arcadia, 
Fla.,  with  (from  left)  Mike  Thom,  a  member  of 
Harrisburg  Church,  Tupelo;  Mack  Duck,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  Alabama  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Unit; 
and  Barri  Shirley,  a  member  of  Broadmoor 
Church,  Madison,  and  associate  executive  direc¬ 
tor  for  resource  services  at  the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Convention  Board  in  Jackson.  Thorn  and  Shirley 
are  members  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Unit.  Swarts'  white  cap  signifies  that  she  is 
the  manager  of  the  Mississippi  Baptist  Disaster 
Relief  Unit  for  the  Hurricane  Charley  response  in 
Florida.  (BR  photo  by  Don  Gann) 
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MASS  FEEDING  — 
Mike  Thorn  (right),  a 
member  of  Harrisburg 
Church,  Tupelo,  and 
Bobby  Kennedy,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  Pearl  Valley 
Church,  Wesson,  grill 
food  for  the  6,000  meals 
being  prepared  daily  by 
the  Mississippi  Baptist 
Disaster  Relief  Unit  in 
Arcadia,  Fla.  The  unit 
was  activated  and  sent  to 
Florida  on  August  14  in 
response  to  Hurricane 
Charley's  devastating 
trek  through  the  state. 
(BR  photo  by  Don  Gann) 


FEEDING  THE  HUNGRY  — 
Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  vol¬ 
unteers  Kaye  Lee  (left).  White  Springs 
Church,  Rainbow  City,  Ala.,  Teresa 
Brooks  (second  from  left)  from  First 
Church,  Robertsdale  living  in  Silver 


left),  First  Summerdafe,  Ala.,  and 
Donna  Swarts,  (right)  Goodwater 
Church,  Magee,  help  serve  the  com¬ 
munity  and  volunteers  lunch.  They 
are  among  an  estimated  750 
Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  vol¬ 
unteers  now  working  in  Florida  pro¬ 
viding  mass  feeding,  cleanup,  and 
shower  services.  Southern  Baptists 
cook  most  of  the  food  served  by  the 
American  Red  Cross.  (Photo  cour¬ 
tesy  of  NAMB) 

BENT,  NOT  BROKEN  —  The 
cross  tower  at  First  Church,  Arcadia, 
Fla.,  was  blown  off  center  by 
Hurricane  Charley  but  managed  to 
survive  intact  the  Categoiy  4  winds 
enerated  by  the  storm.  Tne  church 
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church  HOT  DELIVERY  —  Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  volunteer  Mike  Thom  from 


Baptist  Disaster  Relief  Unit's  mass 
feeding  operation  and  Baptist  volun¬ 
teers  from  several  other  states  con¬ 
ventions.  (BR  photo  by  Don  Gann) 


by  the  American  Red  Cross.  Behind  him  is  Dixie  Kennedy  of  Pearl  Valley  Church, 
Wesson,  and  Vernon  Botler  of  Briar  Hill  Church,  Florence.  They  are  three  of  an  esti¬ 
mated  750  Southern  Baptist  Disaster  Relief  volunteers  now  working  in  Florida  pro¬ 
viding  mass  feeding,  cleanup,  and  shower  services.  (Photo  courtesy  of  NAMB) 


